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Dear St. Michael’s Family,

Beginning with this Sunday, and continuing through the 
month of  October, much of  our conversation will be about 
pledging, or making a financial commitment to St. Michael’s.  

Our theme this year is “extravagant generosity,” which is 
inspired by many passages in scripture, examples of  which 
you’ll see in the weeks to come.  

One of  the first questions to ask is: do you have to be 
wealthy to be generous? The prevalent notion in Western 
culture is that if  we had more, we could give more. But in 
reality, extravagant generosity is a matter of  the heart.  

For example, several years ago, I worked at a church where 
there was a homeless man named Jackson. Jackson 
worshipped with the congregation, and every year he filled 
out a pledge card and committed $100 to the church. Despite 
his appearance and circumstances, Jackson made good on 
that pledge.  

Jesus tells a similar story, in Mark 12, about a poor widow 
who gives two copper coins. Jesus commended this woman 
for her generosity:  

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others.” Mark 12:43 

With this in mind, here are the questions for you to ponder 
this week: 

1. Where do you see generosity in our world? 
2. How might God be asking you to practice generosity? 
3. How might a practice of generosity enrich your life? 

Please feel free to reach out to me if  you’d like to talk about 
these questions. 

Yours in Christ, 
The Rev. John Newton, Rector

THE TRUMPET
Your gateway to all things St. Michael’s 

OCTOBER 6, 2019 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Extravagant Generosity  
Bearing Witness: Helen Mayhew

Helen Mayhew was born and raised in 
Houston but came to UT for school and, 
basically, never left. She and her husband, 
Matt, were married at St. Michael’s in 1997, 
and their boys, Luke and Will, were both 
baptized here.   

Luke went through confirmation 2 years ago, 
and Will will go through confirmation this 
year.   

Helen works in IT at the University. She loves 
hiking in beautiful Austin, filling bird-feeders, 
and watching a grisly British murder mystery 
with a nice hot cup of  tea.   

She has served as a Sunday School teacher at 
St. Michael’s for 12 years.
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NEWS THIS WEEK 
COLLECTING CASSEROLE INGREDIENTS St. Michael’s is collecting ingredients to make casseroles to feed over 600 
asylum-seekers who are currently living on the US-Mexico border, and need as many of you as possible to provide 
the ingredients. We have a very specific ingredient list of canned soups and vegetables to make uniform 
casseroles. We’re asking y’all to sign up for specific ingredients in specific amounts so we can ensure we have 
enough for the 70 casseroles we will be making and don’t end up with too many of only two ingredients.  

This list of needed items is on the table in the narthex, and you can sign up for a set number of items. Please bring 
your donations to the church by noon on October 27 as the pilgrimage team will be assembling them at St. 
Julian’s that afternoon. If you would like to donate but don’t have time to run to HEB, we will gratefully accept 
financial contributions, just designate your check or online giving to “Border Pilgrimage.” Questions? Please email 
Lizzie McManus at lizzie@st-michaels.org, or contact the church office at 512.327.1474. 

INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE ST. MICHAEL’S VESTRY? Fr. John Newton will host an informal information session from 
10:10-10:50 am in his office on Sunday, October 13. This time will be spent looking at what the vestry does and 
what is required for a person to serve. Email John with questions or to RSVP: jnewton@st-michaels.org. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—PET BLESSING | OCTOBER 6 St. Michael’s is  celebrating the Feast of St. Francis with a Pet 
Blessing on Sunday, October 6, at 5 pm as part of the Table, our new evening service (see below). Animal friends on 
leashes and in pet carriers are welcome! So are stuffed animals, photos, and pet toys. 

JOIN US FOR THE 2019 ECW RETREAT AND BE RENEWED! OCTOBER 11-13, CAMP ALLEN The Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) invite the women of St. Michael’s to a weekend of refreshment, inspiration, fun, and shopping! Let the peace 
of Camp Allen and the company of other women wash over your soul. Register by October 6 by clicking this link: 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egegkmj14b251b89&llr=d4ovk7rab. Questions: 
contact Becky Brindley at rmbrindley@yahoo.com. 

THE TABLE—A NEW EUCHARIST | SUNDAYS | 5:00 PM You are invited to the Table, an informal and contemplative 
experience of the Eucharist. Be welcome to be here as you are, where you are, as open-souled as you can be, that 
in quiet and confidence, you may be still and feel the presence of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

ST. MICHAEL’S BOOK GROUP The next meeting of the St. Michael’s book group is Wednesday, October 30, at 2:30 
pm at Trianon. We will discuss The Only Woman in the Room, by Marie Benedict. Please join us! Contact Jackie 
King for more information: jsking2010@yahoo.com. 

RECYCLING AT ST. MICHAEL’S You’ll be seeing blue recycling bins around our campus as we begin a single-stream 
recycling program. Items that can go into these bins: recyclable plastic that has the triangle/number symbol, paper, 
aluminum cans, cardboard. No styrofoam or items with foodstuffs, such as pizza boxes, please.

SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AGES 
ADULTS 
RECTOR’S BIBLE STUDY Each of the four evangelists offer a unique take on who Jesus is and how his life, death, and 
resurrection have changed our world. Join us this fall as we tackle topics like discipleship, mission, mercy, healing, 
forgiveness, the church, our purpose in life, and the Kingdom of Heaven through John’s eyes. The class is offered 
Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00 pm, in Room 8, and Sundays, 10:10-10:50 am, in the parish hall. Led by Fr. John 
Newton, with some guests; see the poster in the narthex for schedule of Sunday classes and facilitators.

mailto:jnewton@st-michaels.org
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egegkmj14b251b89&llr=d4ovk7rab
mailto:rmbrindley@yahoo.com
https://www.sourcebooks.com/blog/the-only-woman-in-the-room-by-marie-benedict-is-a-february-2019-indie-next-pick
mailto:jsking2010@yahoo.com
mailto:jnewton@st-michaels.org
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egegkmj14b251b89&llr=d4ovk7rab
mailto:rmbrindley@yahoo.com
https://www.sourcebooks.com/blog/the-only-woman-in-the-room-by-marie-benedict-is-a-february-2019-indie-next-pick
mailto:jsking2010@yahoo.com


3

STUDENTS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:10 AM, RM 8 All students starting from grade 6 are welcome to attend the Youth Class, but 
high school students are invited to join Fr. John's Bible Study in the parish hall from 10:00 - 10:50 am. 

EYC (EPISCOPAL YOUTH COMMUNITY), 5:45 - 6:45 PM, RM 8  Join us for Game Night this Sunday after the 5 pm 
service! 

HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 6:00 - 7:00 PM, MOZART’S COFFEE All high school students are 
welcome to join this short social time to chat, catch up, and have some tasty coffee and pastries (St. Michael's treat). 
RSVP to Luis at lrivas@st-michaels.org. 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING AN ACOLYTE? Email Luis at Lrivas@st-michaels.org for more information on how to 
participate in this beautiful part of our Episcopal tradition. Anyone from 5th grade and above, including adults, is 
welcome to participate!  

HAPPENING #165 NOVEMBER 15 - 17 @ CAMP ALLEN A Happening is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. It does not 
propose a new type of spirituality but provides a method through which one's spirituality may be developed, 
nourished, lived, and shared in fellowship with Christians willing to dedicate their lives to God in an ongoing 
manner. http://edotformation.formstack.com/forms/happening_165_participant_registration 

Y.E.S. #131 NOVEMBER 15 - 17 @ CAMP ALLEN Y.E.S. (Youth Encounter Spirit) weekend brings together members of 
the 6th-8th grade youth of the Diocese of Texas. The weekend is designed to provide an atmosphere of openness 
where participants can ask questions and have the freedom to explore answers without fear of judgment. A team of 
adults and teens plan and run the weekend. 

http://edotformation.formstack.com/forms/yes_131_participant_registration. 

Transportation arrangements to and from Camp Allen for that weekend will be provided.

CHILDREN 
Sunday school is back in full swing! Here’s our schedule: 
1st Sundays Taco Sunday, everyone enjoying tacos together in the Parish Hall  
2nd, 3rd, and 5th Sundays Meet in Room 7 in the Education Wing for "What We Do in Church" classes 
4th Sundays—Garden Day! Kids meet in Room 7 but then process out to the garden to learn about care for God's 
good creation 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL CHILDREN pre-K through 3rd grade are invited to Children’s Chapel, where we read the same 
scriptures as “big church,” learn prayers, and sing songs. Children in 4th & 5th grade are welcome, too. We rejoin 
the congregation during the Peace. 

WORSHIP BAGS are available in the narthex, as well as in the Gathering Room, the place you can have 
wiggle room for the little ones, hear the service, and have some coffee. 

Kids can LOOK FOR OUR CHURCH MOUSE DURING WORSHIP. If they tell Family Minister Lizzie after church 
where they spotted the mouse, she will give them a sticker!

SEEKERS' ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK STUDY The Seekers meet from 10:00-11:00 am, except on Taco Sundays. The 
group is now meeting in Room 6. Discussion continues through the summer about The Faith Club: A Muslim, A 
Christian, A Jew—Three Women Search for Understanding. Contact Phyllis Blees (phyllis.blees@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

mailto:phyllis.blees@gmail.com
mailto:lrivas@st-michaels.org
https://michaels.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=541c06b540372d9844c16c1ac&id=f0479be321&e=2f946587f3
mailto:phyllis.blees@gmail.com
mailto:lrivas@st-michaels.org
https://michaels.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=541c06b540372d9844c16c1ac&id=f0479be321&e=2f946587f3


4

Rector 
The Rev. John Newton 
jnewton@st-michaels.org 

Curate 
The Rev. Minerva Camarena Skeith 
mskeith@st-michaels.org 

Deacon 
The Rev. Sherry Williams 
sherry.v.williams@mac.com 

Senior Warden 
Rob Scott 
emailrobscott@gmail.com 

Junior Warden  
Hilary Bellm 
hilarybellm@gmail.com 

Student Ministry 
Luis Rivas 
lrivas@st-michaels.org 

Family Ministry 
Lizzie McManus 
lizzie@st-michaels.org 

Business Manager 
Dr. Michael Reeves 
parishadmin@st-michaels.org  

Admin & Communication Assistant  
Christine Havens 
chavens@st-michaels.org 

Choir Director  
Dr. James Morrow  
choirdir@st-michaels.org 

Assistant to Pastoral Care 
The Rev. Elizabeth Turner 
eturner@st-michaels.org 

Assisting Priest  
The Rev. Hope Benko 
hope.benko@ssw.edu 

Seminarian 
Joel McAlister 
joel.mcalister@ssw.edu 

THE TRUMPET SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
Have a submission for the Trumpet? Please send it to Christine 
(chavens@st-michaels.org) by 12:00 pm on the Wednesday prior to 
the date you would like your announcement to appear in the 
Trumpet.

WEEKLY PRAYER SERVICES 
Morning Prayer  
Every Tuesday at 9:00 am in the Worship Space. For more information, 
contact Gail Reid (reid.gail@gmail.com). 

Centering Prayer 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the side chapel. For more information 
contact Phyllis Blees (phyllis.blees@gmail.com).

THIS WEEK’S PRAYERS 

We pray for the mother of Ann Hughes, that she may have speedy 
and comfortable recovery from back surgery 
We ask for healing for Beth, who undergoes a treatment next week 
We pray for Jon, that he may find increased faith and clarity in his 
journey 
We pray for MK, who begins a new job 
We ask that Christin may feel your saving presence in her life 
We pray that Monica and Scott may rest in peace and rise in glory

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Flowers this week are given to the Glory of God, and by Barbara 
Rusling in celebration of Claire Rusling’s (granddaughter) 10th 
birthday. 
A donation to the St. Michael’s flower fund is a beautiful way to 
remember, honor, or give thanks for your loved ones, or to mark a 
birthday, anniversary, or a special occasion. Donation envelopes are 
available in the narthex. Please note “flowers” on the memo line of 
your check. Place the envelope in the alms basin when it is passed, or 
hand your envelope to the vestry person of the day or to the rector.

ST. MICHAEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1500 North Capital of  Texas Highway • Austin, Texas  78746 

512.327.1474  •  st-michaels.org 
Office hours: Monday-Thursday • 9:00 am-4:00 pm

LECTIONARY READINGS, SEPTEMBER 29, ST. MICHAEL’S DAY 
Proverbs 3:5-10; James 1:9-11, 17-18; John 10:7-10; Psalm 11

Didn’t bring cash?  
Text SMEC1500 to 73256 and follow the prompts to make an e-offering.
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